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Section II.
6. General

a. The 2-1/2 ton, 6 x 6, M44 Series trucks
are designed as tactical vehicles for use over
all types of roads, highways and cross-country
terrain. These vehicles will ford hard-bottom
water crossings to a depth of 30 inches with-
out the aid of special fording equipment.
Vehicle power is supplied by either of two
types of engines; a six-cylinder, in-line, liquid-
cooled gasoline engine or a six-cylinder, in-
line, liquid-cooled multifuel, compression-
ignition engine. Engines are conventionally
located at the front end of the truck. A five-
speed transmission and two-speed transfer
provide 10 speed ranges. Normal drive is
through the 4-wheel rear bogie. Traction
conditions which allow slippage of the rear
wheels set up automatic engagement of the
front wheel drive mechanism and the truck
will be driven by all six wheels simultaneously
as long as these conditions prevail.

_b. Transmission and transfer are controlled
by manual shifting levers in the cab. Service
brakes are air-actuated, hydraulic internal
expanding type. Cabs are equipped with fabric
tops and ventable, lowerable windshields. A
towing pintle hook is provided on frame rear
crossmembers. Lifting points, two front
shackles and a pin located atop each left and
right rear spring between the sets of rear
wheels, provide ready means of lifting the
truck for transportation. A spreader bar
should be used with the rear lifting tackle to
prevent body damage. Tie-down shackles lo-
cated on each side of the body together with
the front lifting shackles provide ready at-
taching points for tie-down cables.
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DESCRIPTION

Caution: Do not use the tie-down rings on

body or safety chain shackles at rear end of
frame for lifting.

c. Three basic wheelbase chassis provide
for mounting the various body types (cargo,
dump, fuel tanker, water tanker, vans,
wreckers, telephone maintenance and pole
setter) as well as fifth wheel trailer tractor
equipment. Figures 1 thru 28 are typically
representative of the various models and body
equipment.

d. The cargo body is designed for use as
a general purpose cargo and troop carrier.
Folding seats accommodate the troops and a
canvas cover supported by bows serves to
protect cargo and/or troops from inclement
weather.

. The dump bodies are designed for rapid
unloading of aggregate material. The M342
dump body may be fitted with rack sides and
folding seats for use as a troop carrier.

{. The fuel tanker is designed to carry
from one to three different types of fuel in
its three tanks.. A pump and hose provide
means of transferring fuel from tanker to
using equipment.

E- The water tanker is designed to supply
water for various purposes as required. A
bypass valve in the engine exhaust system
provides for diversion of the exhaust gases
for use in heating the water toprevent freezing.

h. Several types of van bodies are pro-
vided for such uses as fire control data, re-
pair shop, computers, etc.
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Figure 1. 2-1/2ton 6 x 6 chassis truck M44 - left front view
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Figure 2. 2-1/2 ton 6 x 6 chassis truck M45 - left front view
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Figure 3. 2-1/2 ton 6 x 6 chassis truck M45 - right rear view
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Figure 4, 2-1/2 ton 6 x 6 cargo truck M35 - left front view
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Figure 5. 2-1/2 ton 6 x 6 cargo truck M35 - right rear view
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Figure 6. 2-1/2 ton 6 x 6 dump truck M47 - right rear view





